
Policy	  Committee	  Meeting	  Minutes	  
March	  28,	  2014	  

	  
	  
Present:	  	  Dr.	  Deidre	  Gifford,	  Mr.	  David	  Green,	  Ms.	  Carolyn	  Mark,	  Mrs.	  Maryanne	  Crawford,	  
Mr.	  Carlos	  Zambrano	  and	  Mr.	  Bryce	  Jett	  
	  
Absent:	  	  Dr.	  Victor	  Mercurio	  	  	  	  
	  
	  
#10-‐110	  Acceptable	  Use	  Policy	  for	  Network	  Resources	  and	  Digital	  Devices	  
This	  policy	  was	  revised	  based	  on	  input	  from	  the	  School	  Committee	  meeting	  during	  the	  first	  
read	  on	  February	  4,	  2014.	  Additional	  language	  will	  be	  added	  to	  clarify	  the	  rules/filtering	  
associated	  with	  using	  a	  digital	  device	  off	  campus.	  	  A	  procedure	  may	  be	  needed	  regarding	  
the	  downloading/storing	  of	  confidential	  material	  when	  stored	  outside	  the	  Student	  
Information	  System	  (page	  7).	  	  	  Mr.	  Jett	  will	  draft	  a	  procedure,	  which	  will	  address	  
confidential	  info	  related	  to	  health	  issues,	  discipline,	  etc.	  The	  Committee	  would	  like	  Attorney	  
Oliverio	  to	  review	  “School	  Rights	  to	  Search	  and	  Monitor”	  prior	  to	  the	  second	  read	  on	  April	  
15,	  2014.	  	  	  
	  	  	  
	  
#9215-‐Use	  of	  School	  Building	  by	  Religious	  Organizations	  
Concerns	  were	  raised	  regarding	  a	  group	  using	  the	  EGHS	  for	  religious	  services	  on	  the	  
weekend	  and	  on	  certain	  weeknights.	  	  This	  group	  has	  used	  the	  EGHS	  for	  about	  three	  years	  
and	  there	  are	  concerns	  whether	  the	  group	  portrays	  the	  use	  of	  the	  building	  as	  a	  permanent	  
home,	  which	  would	  violate	  district	  policy.	  	  	  This	  group	  has	  worked	  with	  Mr.	  Wilmarth	  to	  
make	  capital	  improvements	  to	  enhance	  lighting,	  sound,	  etc.	  	  This	  topic	  requires	  further	  
investigation	  and	  discussion.	  	  Mrs.	  Crawford	  will	  discuss	  the	  current	  rental	  agreement	  with	  
Mr.	  Wilmarth	  and	  report	  back	  at	  the	  next	  meeting.	  	  Attorney	  Oliverio	  will	  also	  be	  contacted	  
for	  input.	  	  The	  Policy	  Committee	  may	  want	  to	  meet	  with	  leaders	  of	  the	  religious	  
organization	  to	  discuss	  this	  matter	  further.	  	  
	  
	  	  	  
Fundraising	  for	  field	  trips	  
Due	  to	  time	  constraints,	  this	  discussion	  did	  not	  take	  place.	  
	  
	  
#8245	  Bullying,	  Intimidation,	  and	  Harassment	  Policy	  
Ms.	  Mark	  recently	  met	  with	  district	  principals’	  for	  input.	  	  Principals’	  expressed	  concern	  
about	  being	  the	  sole	  designee	  responsible	  for	  the	  bullying	  policy/program	  (see	  #21-‐	  
Bullying	  Prevention	  Program).	  	  State	  law	  specifically	  notes	  the	  “principal	  or	  designee,”	  but	  
RIDE	  guidelines	  only	  notate	  “principal.”	  	  After	  a	  lengthy	  conversation,	  it	  was	  decided	  the	  
policy	  would	  be	  revised	  to	  read,	  	  “The	  principal	  will	  see	  to	  it…”	  This	  would	  allow	  a	  principal	  
to	  assign	  a	  designee.	  	  	  
	  



The	  definition	  of	  bullying	  was	  discussed	  in	  detail.	  	  The	  Committee	  discussed	  bullying	  as	  a	  
repeated	  behavior,	  rather	  than	  a	  singular	  event.	  	  Attorney	  Oliverio	  will	  be	  asked	  for	  input.	  	  
The	  Committee	  asked	  if	  	  “and”	  could	  be	  included	  after	  the	  first	  bulleted	  point	  under	  the	  
definition.	  	  	  	  
	  
Language	  will	  be	  inserted	  into	  the	  cyber-‐bullying	  section,	  which	  speaks	  to	  persistent	  acts.	  	  
#4,	  which	  refers	  to	  “other	  school	  vehicle”,	  will	  be	  changed	  to	  “school-‐sanctioned	  
transportation.”	  	  “Gender	  identity”	  was	  added	  to	  #3	  to	  align	  with	  state	  language.	  
Clarification	  is	  also	  needed	  surrounding	  #4	  –	  At	  School-‐	  “While	  students	  are	  walking	  to/or	  
from	  school,	  ”	  which	  is	  not	  in	  the	  state	  policy.	  	  
	  
#5	  -‐Disciplinary	  Sanctions	  will	  include	  the	  word	  “may”	  instead	  of	  “shall.”	  	  Expulsion	  will	  be	  
eliminated	  from	  #5	  disciplinary	  sanctions,	  as	  this	  is	  always	  an	  option.	  	  	  
	  
In	  #17-‐Individualized	  School	  Safety	  Plan	  (last	  paragraph),	  “ensure”	  may	  be	  changed	  to	  
reassure.	  	  However,	  the	  Committee	  questioned	  whether	  this	  last	  paragraph	  in	  #17	  is	  
necessary.	  
	  
Ms.	  Mark	  asked	  the	  Committee	  to	  review	  the	  Safe	  Schools	  Act,	  which	  provides	  the	  
guidelines	  for	  the	  bullying	  policy.	  	  	  	  Ms.	  Mark	  will	  ask	  Attorney	  Oliverio	  to	  advise	  whether	  
there	  is	  flexibility	  under	  state	  statute	  and	  the	  RIDE	  model	  policy	  to	  make	  revisions.	  	  This	  
policy	  will	  be	  reviewed	  again	  at	  the	  next	  meeting	  in	  April.	  	  
	  	  
	  	  
Upcoming	  meetings:	  
Policy	  Committee	  meetings	  are	  scheduled	  for:	  	  
	  

• Friday,	  April	  11,	  2014	  at	  4:15p.m.	  –	  Discuss	  Bullying	  Policy	  revisions,	  Fundraising	  
for	  Field	  Trips,	  Use	  of	  School	  Buildings	  by	  Religious	  Organizations,	  and	  possibly	  the	  
Health/Wellness	  Policy	  

	  
• Friday,	  May	  9,	  2014	  at	  4:15p.m.	  (agenda	  to	  be	  set)	  

	  
• Friday,	  June	  6,	  2014	  at	  4:15p.m.	  	  (agenda	  to	  be	  set)	  

	  
	  
	  	  
The	  meeting	  adjourned	  at	  5:40p.m.	  
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